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Immigration – Keep Families Together
VOICE and Metro Industrial Areas Foundation (Metro IAF) are outraged by the injustice of separating immigrant families
and the effect it has on all immigrant children. VOICE and its 22 Metro IAF sister organizations are pressing their states
attorneys general to act collectively to stop family separations arising from federal actions aimed at terminating
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) programs, implementing travel
bans on select Muslim countries, and increasing ICE enforcement.
VOICE and Metro IAF want their state attorneys general to expand their efforts to protect the interests of their U.S.-citizen
children. We know that family separations are an indelible stain on US history, starting with the violence of
slavery and continuing to the present day with the unjust Criminal justice system that targets and incarcerates black and
brown people disproportionately

Keep Hard-Working, Tax-Paying Immigrant Families Together
•

According to the Migration Policy Institute, there are 4.1 million US citizen children living with at least one undocumented
parent. In Virginia the estimate is 74,000; in Maryland, 67,000; and the District of Columbia, 6,000.

•

The Migration Policy Institute estimates that several hundred thousand children have either one or no parents in
America as a result of deportations between 2009 and 2013.

•

When unauthorized parents disappear because of deportation, their U.S.-citizen children suffer immensely. In
fact, the Migration Policy Institute and the Urban Institute report that the effects are similar to those seen for children with parents
in prison, including psychological trauma, material hardship, housing instability, family dissolution, increased use of public
benefits, and among boys, aggression. One study found that family income dropped by 70% in the six months following a
deportation, and one quarter of families in that situation reported going hungry.

•

The studies found that many children refused to eat, pulled out their hair, or had persistent stomachaches or headaches. Others
turned to more self-destructive outlets such as cutting themselves or substance abuse.

•

Academic performance also suffers. One grandmother reported the following happening to her grandson: “He was
hardworking, he was doing well in school. But after [parents’ deportation], he would not go to school, he wouldn’t work, he just
sleeps during the day and is out at night. He’s on a bad path now, he’s always going to court.”

•

The Migration Policy Institute and the Urban Institute also found that social service agencies are ill-equipped to handle the special
needs of children whose families have been torn apart by deportation.

Support Hard-Working, Immigrant College Students; Support Dreamers
•

Virginia has 23,500 persons from El Salvador and Honduras who will lose their TPS status effective September 2019. Virginia TPS
residents produce $1.3 billion in economic activity annually. Virginia has 10,200 DACA recipients from whom Virginia would lose
$10+ million in taxes each year if DACA is terminated.

•

Terminating DACA will cause enormous financial costs for Virginia.

•

Virginia has 10,200 DACA recipients from whom Virginia would lose $10+ million in taxes each year if DACA is
terminated. Dreamers working in Virginia contribute $711 million annually to the Virginia economy. Over ten years, Virginia can
expect to lose $1.03 billion in tax revenues, and $3.68 billion in GDP.

•

DACA-approved Virginia college students will receive increased earnings over their life, with most of the money flowing right back
into Virginia’s local communities and businesses.

•

A recent nationwide survey finds that after receiving DACA, recipients moved to jobs with better pay (63%), gaining greater access
to employment that matches their education and training (49%) and to jobs with better working conditions (48%).

•

Dreamers have lower incarceration rates than native-born Americans of the same age and education level. Furthermore,
undocumented immigrants who are DACA-ineligible and all other legal immigrants are even less likely to be incarcerated.

•

The public supports DACA. An April 2017 survey of registered voters found that 78% of American voters support giving Dreamers
the chance to stay permanently in America, including 73% of Trump voters. Only 14% of all voters (23% of Trump supporters)
believe Dreamers should be deported.

Work to End Ban on Travel from Selected Muslim Countries
•

The ban on travel to the U.S. from selected Muslim-majority countries is impacting our communities directly, separating families in
myriad ways, such as preventing grandparents and grandchildren from seeing each other. This is wrong!

•

VOICE plans to launch a massive listening session campaign with Northern Virginia mosques to learn more about how the Muslim
Travel Ban is impacting our communities directly OR because of discrimination.

•

This campaign is two-fold. First listen and figure out the specifics of how WE are being impacted. Such as:

➢
➢
➢
➢

How many of us are facing delays and rejections in the immigration process?
From which countries?
How much longer are these delays than from other non-Muslim countries?
How many of us are having difficulties or have been refused, such as when trying to bring a wife, husband, parent, or child to
this country?

➢ How are your children impacted? Hurdles in schools? Bullying?
➢ What about you? How have you been affected in your daily life?
•

Second, we will build a team of leaders who want to be trained to ACT on the issues WE say are most important to us. We know we
can be successful because we will align with VOICE, an organization that already a long track record of success. States attorneys
generals have a heightened responsibility to stop family separations that affect U.S.-citizen children of undocumented immigrants.

SOURCES:
[1] Nicole Prchal Svajlenka, Tom Jawetz, and Angie Bautista-Chavez, A New Threat to DACA Could Cost States Billions of Dollars, Center for American Progress
(July 21, 2017), available at https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/news/2017/07/21/436419/new-threat-daca-cost-states-billions-dollars/.
[2] States of New York, Virginia, et al v. Trump, No. 17-cv-5228 (E.D.N.Y. Sept. 6, 2017), Ex. 4, Table 1 (Brannon Decl.), 201, available
at https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/new_york_et_al._v._trump_et_al_-_17cv5228.pdf.
[3] Lauren Goren, Joe Stanley, and Michael J. Cassidy, Big Potential: In-State Tuition for DACA-Approved Virginians Isn’t Leading to Classroom Crowding, and
Has Big Potential for Economic Payoff, The Commonwealth Institute (Jan. 2015), available at http://www.thecommonwealthinstitute.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/01/big_potential_DACA_in-state_tuition_v21.pdf.
[4] Tom K. Wong, Greisa Martinez Rosas, Adrian Reyna, Ignacia Rodriguez, Patrick O’Shea, Tom Jawetz, and Philip E. Wolgin, New Study of DACA Beneficiaries
Shows Positive Economic and Educational Outcomes, Center for American Progress (Oct. 18, 2016), available
at https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/news/2016/10/18/146290/new-study-of-daca-beneficiaries-shows-positive-economic-and-educationaloutcomes/.
[5] Michelangelo Landgrave and Alex Nowrasteh, The DREAMer Incarceration Rate, CATO Institute (Aug. 30, 2017), available
at https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/dreamer-incarceration-rate#full.
[6] Morning Consult and Politico, Morning Consult National Tracking Poll #170409, April 20-24, 2017, Crosstabulation Results, available
at https://morningconsult.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/170409_crosstabs_Politico_v1_AG-2.pdf.
[7] Lydia DePillis, The U.S. Has Deported More Than Half a Million Parents Since 2009. Here’s What Happens to Their Kids, Washington Post (Sept. 21, 2015),
available at https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/09/21/this-is-what-would-happen-to-the-children-of-11-million-illegal-immigrants-if-presidenttrump-deported-them/?utm_term=.66b40ec9c324;
Urban Institute and Migration Policy Institute, Implications of Immigration Enforcement Activities for the Well-Being of Children in Immigrant Families: A Review of
the Literature (Sept. 2015), available at file:///C:/Users/melissas/Downloads/ASPE-ChildrenofDeported-Lit%20Review-FINAL.pdf; Urban Institute and Migration
Policy Institute, Health and Social Service Needs of U.S.-Citizen Children With Detained or Deported Immigrant Parents (Sept. 2015), available
at http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/health-and-social-service-needs-us-citizen-children-detained-or-deported-immigrant-parents.
[8] Id.
[9] Id.
[10] Id.
[11] Id.
[12] National Immigrant Law Center, President Trump’s Raids on Immigrant Communities (Feb. 27, 2017), available at https://www.nilc.org/issues/immigrationenforcement/trump-raids-on-immigrant-communities/. See also Complaint, Tun-Cos v. ICE Agents, No. 1:17-cv-00943-AJT-TCB (E.D.Va. Aug. 23, 2017),
available at https://www.justice4all.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/1-Complaint-08-23-2017.pdf.
[13] Press Statement, Civil Suit Filed Against ICE Racial Profiling Arrests, available at https://www.justice4all.org/2017/08/28/civil-suit-filed-against-ice-racialprofiling-arrests/.
[14] Id.
[15] Complaint, Tun-Cos v. ICE Agents, No. 1:17-cv-00943-AJT-TCB (E.D.Va. Aug. 23, 2017), available at https://www.justice4all.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/08/1-Complaint-08-23-2017.pdf

